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Orange County Land Trust to Hold Walk and Wine Tasting Outing
Middletown, NY (OCLT): The Orange County Land Trust will hold a “Walk and Wine” outing for singles and sociables beginning at 2 pm on Saturday, October 30.  The event will begin with a moderate hike at Lower Bashakill Preserve and continue with a tasting of award winning local wines at nearby Bashakill Vineyards, Sullivan County’s only commercial winery.

This event is a great way to meet other adults interested in enjoying and protecting our natural areas while sampling locally produced wines!  Lower Bashakill Preserve is a 138-acre nature preserve owned and managed by the Orange County Land Trust and flanking the Bashakill at the foot of the Shawangunks.  After hiking, participants will travel to nearby Bashakill Vineyards, an eco-friendly vineyard producing “certified naturally-grown” grapes and wines with no additives and very low levels of sulfites. The vineyard lies on a slope above the Bashakill wetlands where moist, warm air from the water provides a blanket of protection over the vineyard.  Owner Paul Dennino calls this environment “a perfect micro climate” for growing his hardy and disease resistant grapes which were specially developed at Cornell University. In addition, trellis posts that support the grapevines are made of untreated native Black Locust wood so that the vineyard can remain chemical-free. 

Registration is suggested, but not required for this event. A donation of $5 per person to the OCLT is suggested with all proceeds benefiting land preservation and farmland protection.  Wine tastings are free, and wine by the glass will be available for purchase, as well as bottles of wine.  For more information, registration and directions to the preserve call (845) 343-0840, x12 or e-mail karin@oclt.org.  Directions are also available at www.oclt.org/mbashakill.htm. For more information about Bashakill Vineyards, visit www.bashakillvineyards.com. This event will be held rain or shine.
The Orange County Land Trust is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the fields, forests, wetlands, ridgelines, and river corridors in and around Orange County through voluntary land conservation for the benefit of people.  The Land Trust owns and manages eight nature preserves that are open to the public, free of charge, every day for passive recreation such as hiking, birding and nature study.  Since its inception in 1992, the Orange County Land Trust has preserved over 3,600 acres of important natural areas and working farmland. For more information and for volunteer opportunities, ways of giving, and upcoming events, visit www.oclt.org or call (845) 343-0840.  

