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Orange County Land Trust to Benefit from Auction of Local “Plein Air” Paintings at Wallkill River School of Art, Montgomery
Middletown, NY (OCLT): The Wallkill River School of Art will hold an opening reception and live auction of local “plein air” works of art to benefit the art school and the Orange County Land Trust, on Saturday, November 6 from 3-5 pm at the Wallkill River School of Art Gallery, 232 Ward Street (Route 17K) in Montgomery.   A preview of these paintings will be held from Nov 1-5 from 9am – 6 pm, and on Nov 6 from 9 am- 3pm, prior to the opening reception and live auction.

Artists from the Wallkill River School have been painting outdoors throughout the summer on protected farmland and other important lands conserved by the Orange County Land Trust. These paintings are now being offered for auction to benefit the Land Trust to help the trust continue to preserve farmland, wildlife habitats and other important natural areas in Orange County.  Orange County Tourism Director Susan Havermale-Cayea will be the auctioneer at the opening artists’ reception.  Refreshments will be provided.

Artwork to be auctioned includes paintings of scenic views of the Hudson River as seen from Snake Hill Preserve in New Windsor. Lower Bashakill Preserve in Deerpark was captured by artists in last June, and the Stewart-Bacarella Farm in Greenville, with paintings of tomatoes on the vine, in July. Also featured are landscape paintings of Black Dirt farms in Pine Island, the historic 18th century Kezialain Farm in Minisink, Moonbeams Nature Preserve which is located at the base of the Shawangunk Ridge, and Lowland Farm in Warwick. Among the artists represented are Shawn Dell Joyce, Gene Bove, Susan Miller, Steve Blumenthal, and Anne Warren. 

The Wallkill River School is a nonprofit artist’s cooperative that runs a gallery and full art school in Montgomery. The WRS promotes local artists and integrates art into people’s daily lives. Part of the organization’s mission is to preserve dwindling open spaces and promote small scale farms and our agricultural heritage. 

Established in 1992, the Orange County Land Trust has protected more than 3,500 acres of scenic and environmentally sensitive land in Orange County, including ten working farms. Partnering with individual landowners, conservation organizations, businesses and government, OCLT has become the voice of, and a catalyst for, voluntary conservation of land, helping to ensure the county remains an attractive place to live, work and raise a family. OCLT owns and maintains nine nature preserves, which are open to the public, free of charge, for passive recreation and nature study.  For more information on volunteer opportunities and ways of giving to the Orange County Land Trust, including membership, please visit the website at www.oclt.org.
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 “Stewart-Bacarella Farm” (Greenville) Pastel by Shawn Dell Joyce

