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Orange County Land Trust Launches 2010 Annual Year End Appeal for Donations

Funds Needed to Protect Critical Open Spaces and Working Farms
Middletown, NY (OCLT): The Orange County Land Trust recently launched its 2010 annual year end appeal for donations with a mailing to people and businesses throughout the county to raise money so the organization can continue to protect critical open space and working farms in Orange County.

Each year at this time, the Land Trust seeks support from the community to help fulfill its mission of preserving the fields, forests, wetlands, ridgelines and river corridors and protecting valuable farmland, working with landowners who voluntarily choose to preserve their land.  This year is especially critical for the Land Trust, as the protection of land remains a major concern for the region, while funding sources during the current economy are uncertain. 

According to Executive Director Jim Delaune, a majority of the Land Trust’s funding comes from donations from people in communities throughout Orange County.  The remainder of the trust’s funding comes from the county, from state, federal and privately-funded grants, business sponsorship of events, and from interest from two gifted endowment funds managed by the Community Foundation of Orange and Sullivan.

“We rely on the generosity of our individual donors to enable us to protect the natural resources and lands that help Orange County remain a beautifully scenic and economically vibrant county,” said Delaune.  “Our farms are worth protecting for many reasons, including their contribution to our economy, our health and our environment.  Our farms provide fresh locally grown produce not only for us, but for the whole New York metropolitan area.  We know there are many worthy causes to support, and we are hoping that people in Orange County this year will continue to support the important work we do,” he added.
In a letter to the community, Pamela and Barry Breeman of Warwick, co-chairs of this year’s Annual Year End Appeal fundraising drive, stated “The Orange County Land Trust works with landowners, communities, other conservation organizations and local government to protect the family farms that sustain us with fresh local foods, and the natural lands and clear waterways that provide clean drinking water, critical wildlife habitats and recreational opportunities for all of us who live here. The Orange County Land Trust is a local organization, comprised of local people working to make a difference in all our lives……The Annual Fund ensures that the Land Trust has both the human and financial resources to pursue its work. Your annual support will ensure that our Land Trust will be here to conserve the lands we love in Orange County for our communities today and for our children tomorrow.”

The Orange County Land Trust has helped preserve nearly 4,000 acres of land since its inception in 1993. This includes ten working farms, ecologically rich wetlands, old growth woodlands and scenic lands.  The Land Trust owns and manages nine nature preserves that are open to the public for nature study and recreation, holding numerous nature-based educational events and outdoor guided hikes for children and adults throughout the year.
In 2010, the Land Trust took the lead in creating urban community gardens in Newburgh, Middletown and Port Jervis with a grant from the national Land Trust Alliance, and developed partnerships with city and county agencies, social service nonprofits and local agricultural agencies to support the continuation of these gardens.  In 2011, the Land Trust will continue to work with Independent Living, Inc. on developing a universal access rail-trail for the handicapped at the Land Trust’s 204-acre Hamptonburgh Preserve, as well as continue to work with landowners, municipalities and the county on land preservation, open space planning initiatives, and the protection of working farmland.
For more information, volunteer opportunities and ways of giving to the Orange County Land Trust, and to make a secure donation online, visit www.oclt.org. Become a fan of the Orange County Land Trust on Facebook, for news, information and current events.

