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Orange County Land Trust Presents Speakers Series Lecture:
“Teaching Sustainable Farming in Ecuador:
  My Experience as a Peace Corps Volunteer”

Middletown, NY (OCLT):  The Orange County Land Trust will hold an evening lecture and discussion “Teaching Sustainable Farming in Ecuador: My Experience as a Peace Corps Volunteer” on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 from 7-9 pm at the Senior Center at the Chester Public Library, 1784 Kings Highway in the Town of Chester.

Matt Coombs of the Orange County Land Trust served in the Peace Corps for three and a half years, from 2004 to 2007, living and working in the Ecuadorean Andes. There, he taught indigenous people sustainable agriculture methods and land restoration practices, including the construction of slow- forming terraces, organic methods of fertilizer and pest control, crop diversification and rotation, and the introduction of new crops for local markets and international export.
Matt grew up in northern Utah on a cattle and hay farm and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business and Economics from the University of Idaho.  He has worked as a grower and farm manager on several organic Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms in Orange and Ulster counties and in upstate New York.  He currently serves as Project Coordinator for the Orange County Land Trust and is responsible for stewarding and monitoring the Land Trust’s conservation easement properties and public nature preserves, as well as responsible for the Trust’s three urban community gardens in Newburgh, Port Jervis and Middletown. 
In addition to his experience in the Peace Corps in Ecuador, Matt will talk about organic farming and local agricultural land use issues.  

Registration is suggested, but not required by calling the Orange County Land Trust at (845) 343-0840, x12 or by e-mailing caroline@oclt.org.  A $5 per person/$10 per family donation is suggested for this event with all proceeds benefitting Orange County Land Trust land preservation and farmland protection programs.  Cancellation will be recorded the day of the event at (845) 343-0840, x12.
The mission of the Orange County Land Trust is to preserve the fields, forests, wetlands, ridgelines and river corridors in and around Orange County through voluntary land conservation for the benefit of people. To date, the nonprofit Land Trust has helped protected more than 3,500 acres of working farmland, biologically sensitive and scenically important lands throughout Orange County.  For more information, volunteer opportunities and ways of giving, please visit the website at www.oclt.org.  Become a fan of the Orange County Land Trust on Facebook for local conservation news and upcoming events.

Photo Caption:
Matt Coombs of the Orange County Land Trust holds strawberry plants he grew for indigenous Ecuadoreans in the Andes to plant for crop rotation and income, just one of many initiatives he introduced during his three and a half years teaching sustainable farming methods as a Peace Corps volunteer in Ecuador.

