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Orange County Land Trust to Hold Vernal Pool Exploration at Preserve, Minisink
Optional  Book Purchase and Signing by Laurel Dodge, author of 
Nature Study for the Whole Family
Middletown, NY (OCLT): The Orange County Land Trust will hold a family friendly outing exploring newly formed vernal pools on Sunday, March 27 beginning at 1 pm at Laurel Hill Preserve, the Land Trust’s 89-acre nature preserve on Laurel Hill Drive in the Town of Minisink.

Explore these vernal pools and learn about the species that rely on them for survival such as frogs, fairy shrimp, salamanders and newts! This workshop is a hands-on, outdoor activity for families and people of all ages led by local outdoor educator, naturalist and author Laurel Dodge.  Laurel is co-founder of The Nature Strollers, a club for Orange County families who enjoy learning and playing in nature . Copies of Laurel’s newly published book Nature Study for the Whole Family will be available for optional purchase and signing.  Nature Study for the Whole Family promotes a return to nature study as a first-choice activity for family fun and learning and emphasizes how nature study can bring families closer, create special family memories, and encourage personal growth. The book will be available for $15.
 
Participants are encouraged to wear mud boots for this event and to prepare to get a little wet! Buckets and nets will be provided.
For registration, information and directions to the preserve, call (845) 343-0840, x12.  Directions are also available online at www.oclt.org/mlaurel.htm.  A donation of $5 per person, or $10 per family, is greatly appreciated with all donations going towards the future stewardship of Laurel Hill Preserve. Cancellation information will be recorded the morning of the event at (845) 343-0840, x12.

Laurel Hill Preserve is an 89 acre natural area of unique and varied habitat including woodlands, an alfalfa field, wetlands, vernal pools and Tunkamoes Creek.  Located within the Wallkill watershed, this biologically-diverse habitat is host to a great variety of plant and animal species.  It is open to the public every day of the year for passive recreation such as hiking, photography and nature study.


The Orange County Land Trust is the only county-wide land trust and to date has helped protect nearly 4,000 acres of land and working farms.  Working with landowners, the Land Trust’s area of expertise is preserving land through the placement of conservation easements, working with individual property owners and municipalities to secure funding for the purchase of development rights (PDR’s), accepting donations of land, and purchasing land for public access.  The Land Trust owns and manages ten nature preserves in Orange County, seven which are open to the public, free of charge, for hiking birding and other forms of passive recreation.  The Land Trust also works closely with Orange County Planning Office to plan and implement open space initiatives, and spearheaded the formation of the Orange County Open Space Alliance (OCOSA), an alliance of 20 area conservation organizations dedicated to preserving the county’s rural and agricultural heritage.

For more information, and for volunteer opportunities and ways of giving to the Orange County Land Trust, visit www.oclt.org or call (845) 343-0840.  Become a fan of the Orange County Land Trust on Facebook and receive current news and events.

Photo Caption: 

One of several vernal pools that form each spring at Laurel Hill Preserve in Minisink, essential to the survival of species such as frogs, fairy shrimp, salamanders and newts.

